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DEDICATION. 


TO HIS MAJESTY 


KING WILLIAM THE FOURTH. 


SIR, 


In promotion of the more accurate know- 
ledge of a language which is generally used 
as the medium of official communication over 
the vast extent of Your Majesty’s Asiatic 
dominions, this is the first work in the class 
of History, which has been regularly edited 


in Persian print. 


The learned author expresses his sincere 
admiration of the wise and paternal govern- 


ment of Your Majesty’s ancestors, and his 


DEDICATION. 


ardent desire for the blessing of its extension 


to the remotest regions of the earth. 


In the hope, therefore, that it will appear 
in some degree worthy of the gracious pa- 
tronage with which Your Majesty has con- 
descended to honour it, I beg to lay the 
expression of my gratitude for this distin- 
guished favour at the feet of Your Royal 
Majesty, humbly subscribing myself, 


Your Majesty’s 
Most faithful Subject, 
And most dutiful Servant, 


FRANCIS CUNNINGHAM BELFOUR. 


London, Feb. 9th, 1831. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Mawy double words, such as JliG mast &e. 
perpetually so coupled in the Persian manu- 
scripts, have not been divided in the print, 
as in a reprint they may easily be, for fear of 
embarrassing the workman with too frequent 
and unimportant corrections. For the same 
reason, the accentual marks have not been 
constantly repeated as the syllables requiring 
them have occurred, but are only occasionally 
marked, as a rule for supplying them in 


other places. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2016 


https://archive.org/details/lifeofsheikhmoha0Omuha 


ORIENTAL TRANSLATION FUND. 


jPatron, 
His Most Excellent Majesty 
KING WILLIAM THE FOURTH. 


Uice-|Datrons, 


His Royal Highness the DUKE of SUSSEX. 

His Royal Highness the DUKE of CAMBRIDGE. 

His Royal Higiness the DUKE of GLOUCESTER, Chancellor of the 
University of Cambridge. 

His Royal Highness PRINCE LEOPOLD of SAXE COBURG. 

His Grace the LORD ARCHBISHOP of CANTERBURY. 

His Grace the DUKE of WELLINGTON. 

The Most Noble the MARQUESS of LANSDOWNE. 

The Right Honourable the EARL SPENCER, 

The Right Honourable the EARL AMHERST, late Governor-General 
of India. , 

The Right Honourable LORD W. H. C. BENTINCK, G.C.B., 
Governor-General of India. 

The Right Honourable LORD VISCOUNT MELVILLE. 

The Right Honourable LORD VISCOUNT GODERICH. 

The Right Honourable LORD GRENVILLE, Chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford. 

The Right Honourable LORD ELLENBOROUGH. 

The Right Honourable C. W. WILLIAMS WYNN, M.P., President 
of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The Right Honourable SIR ROBERT PEEL, Bart., M.P. 

The Right Honourable S. R. LUSHINGTON, Govemor of Madras. 

Lieutenant-General SIR E. BARNES, K.C.B., Governor of Ceylon. 

Major-General SIR JOHN MALCOLM, G.C.B., Governor of Bombay. 

H. T. COLEBROOKE, Esq. Director of the Royal Asiatic Society of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 


Dfticers. 


Chairman: 
The Right Honourable Sir Gorr Ousrrey, Bart., Vice-President R.A.S. 


Deputy-Chairmen : 
The Right Honourable C, W. W. Wynn, M.P., President R.A.S. 
Sir G. T. Staunton, Bart., M.P. Vice-President R.A.S. 
Sir E. H. East, Bart., M.P. 
Sir A. Jounston, Vice-President R.A.S. 
Col. Marx Wirks. 
Col. Firz-Ciarence, Vice-President R.A.S. 


Auditor, J. B.S. Morrirt, Esq. 
Treasurer, Col, Fitz-Crarencr, Hon. M.A.S, Cal. 
Secrelary, Mr. WieLiam Hutrmann, 


REGULATIONS 


FOR 


THE ORIENTAL TRANSLATION COMMITTEE. 


Ist. THe Committee which is attached to the Royal Asiatic Society, for 
the purpose of selecting and superintending the translation and printing of 
Oriental works, is called the ‘‘ Oriental Translation Committee.” 


2nd. The object of the Committee is to publish, free of expense to the 
authors, translations of the whole or parts of works in the Oriental lan- 
guages, accompanied occasionally by the original texts, and such illustra- 
tions as may be considered necessary. These translations are to be ge- 
nerally printed in English, but in peculiar cases may be printed in Latin or 
French. 


3rd. The Committee is empowered to add to its number, to purchase Orien- 
tal MSS. or printed books, to present copies of the works printed at the ex- 
pense of the Oriental Translation Fund to Learned Societies and individuals, 
and to adopt all the means that it may consider to be necessary for pro- 
moting the objects for which it was appointed. No payment, however, ex- 
ceeding twenty-five pounds, is to be made until approved at two successive 
Meetings of the Committee. 


4th. The Meetings of the Committee are held as often as the Chair- 
man or Secretary, or any two other Members of it, signing a requisition 
for that purpose, deem it necessary. All the Members of the Committee, re- 
sident within one hundred miles of London, are to be summoned to attend 
each of its Meetings; and five Members, including the Chairman or a Deputy 
Chairman, and the Secretary, are to constitute a quorum. 


5th. The Secretary is charged generally with the business of the Com- 
mittee, and is to record all the votes of the Committee in a Minute-Book, 
which every Subscriber has the right of inspecting on application to him. 


6th. For the purpose of directing the attention of scholars to the litera- 
ture of the East, and encouraging translations, the Committee is empowered 
to give annually, for such of the Manuscript translations that may be pre- 
sented to it as it may consider deserving of distinction, four rewards in 
money, in sums not exceeding £100 each, and four gold medals of the value 
of twenty guineas each, inscribed with the names of the individuals to 
whom, and the titles of the translations for which, they are presented, The 
Committee is also empowered to give a sum of from £20 to £100 to any 
person who shall point out the Translation, in any Oriental language, of a lost 
Greek or Latin work, which shall be so circumstanced that the Committee 
may be able to obtain it for translation into English. Any Member of the 
Committee who sends a translation for approval, whether to obtain a reward 
or medal, or merely to have it printed at the expense of the Oriental Trans- 
lation Fund, is to cease to act on the Committee until the adoption or rejec- 
tion of his work is decided on. 
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7th. No work, although prepared for the press at the expense of the Ori- 
ental Translation Fund, is to be printed, until the imprimatur of the Chair- 
man or a Deputy Chairman, and at least eight Members of the Committee, 
is obtained. The Translators of such works as are printed by the Com- 
mittee, are entitled to twenty-five copies of their Translations for presen- 
tation. 

8th. Every individual or institution subscribing ten guineas or upwards 
annually to the Oriental Translation Fund, is entitled to one fine paper 
copy of every work printed by the Committee, with the name of the indi- 
vidual or institution subscribing printed on an ornamental title-page. In- 
dividuals or institutions subscribing five guineas annually, are entitled to 
common paper copies of any of the works published by the Committee, to the 
amount of their subscriptions, at half the price paid for them by Non-sub- 
scribers, 


9th, A General Meeting, to which every Subscriber and Member of the 
Committee resident in the United Kingdom shall be summoned, is held 
annually some time in the month of June. At that meeting Regulations may 
be proposed or rescinded ; the Auditor reports the receipts and disbursements 
of the past year; and the Secretary reports the progress made in the works 
that have been commenced, and gives an account of those that are proposed for 
publication in the following year. A copy of each of these Reports will be 
sent to every Subscriber.—A Special General Meeting shall be convened by the 
Secretary at any time it is required in writing by nine Subscribers, the requi- 
sition stating the subject that is to be proposed for consideration. 


LIST OF WORKS 


PRINTED FOR 
THE ORIENTAL TRANSLATION FUND. 


AND SOLD BY 


Mr. Murray, and Messrs. Parsury, Auten, & Co., London; Messrs. 
Tuacxer and Co., Calcutta; Messrs. TReurret and Wirtz, 
Paris; and Mr, Ernest Fretscuer, Leipsig. 


Us 
THE TRAVELS OF IBN BATUTA, 


Translated from the abridged Arabic Manuscript Copies preserved in the 
Public Library of Cambridge, with NOTES illustrative of the History, 
Geography, Botany, Antiquities, &c. occurring throughout the Work. 


By the Rev. S. LEE, B. D., Professor of Arabic and Hebrew 
in the University of Cambridge, &c. &c. 
In Demy Quarto; price £1. 


2. 
MEMOIRS OF THE EMPEROR JAHANGUEIR, 


Written by Himself, and translated from a Persian Manuscript, 
By MAJOR DAVID PRICE, of the Bombay Army, &c. &c. 
In Demy Quarto ; 12s. 


3. 
THE TRAVELS OF MACARIUS, PATRIARCH OF 
ANTIOCH, 

Written by his attendant Archdeacon, Paul of Aleppo, in Arabic. 
Part the First. Anatolia, Romelia, and Moldavia. 
Translated by F. C. BELFOUR, A.M. Oxon. &c. &e. 

In Demy Quarto; 10s. 


4. 
HAN KOONG TSEW, or, THE SORROWS OF HAN, 


A Chinese Tragedy, translated from the Original, with Notes, and a Specimen 
of the Chinese Text. 
By JOHN FRANCIS DAVIS, F.R.S., &c. 


In Demy Quarto; 5s. 
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oO. 
HISTORY OF THE AFGHANS, 


Translated from the Persian of Neamet Ullah. Part I. 


By BERNHARD DORN, Ph. D., &c. 
In Demy Quarto; 14s. 


6. 
THE FORTUNATE UNION, 


A Romance, translated from the Chinese Original, with Notes and 
Illustrations; to which is added, a Chinese Tragedy. 


By JOHN FRANCIS DAVIS, F.R.S., &c. 
Two Vols. Demy 8vo.; 16s. 


7. 


YAKKUN NATTANNAWA, 


A Cingalese Poem, descriptive of the Ceylon System of Demonology; to 
which is appended, the Practices of a Capua or Devil Priest, as described by 
a Budhist: and KOLAN NATTANNAWA, a Cingalese Poem, descriptive 
of the Characters assumed by Natives of Ceylon in a Masquerade. 
Illustrated with Plates from Cingalese Designs. 


Translated by JOHN CALLAWAY, late Missionary in Ceylon. 
In Demy Octavo; 8s. 


8. 
THE ADVENTURES OF HATIM TAI, 


A Romance, translated from the Persian, 


By DUNCAN FORBES, A. M. 
In Demy Quarto; 16s. 


e), 
THE LIFE OF SHEIKH MOHAMMED ALI HAZIN, 


Written by Himself; translated from two Persian Manuscripts, and illus- 
trated with Notes explanatory of the History, Poetry, Geography, &c. 
which therein occur. 


By F. C. BELFOUR, M.A. Oxon. &c. &c. 
In Demy Octavo; 10s. 6d. 


10. 

MEMOIRS OF A MALAYAN FAMILY, 
Written Ly Themselves ; and translated from the original, 
By W. MARSDEN, F.RS. &c. &c. 

In Demy Octavo ; 2s. 6d. 


i. 
HISTORY OF THE WAR IN BOSNIA, 


During the Years 1737-8 and 9. 


Translated from the Turkish by C. FRASER, Professor of German 
in the Naval and Military Academy, Edinburgh. 


In Demy Octavo; 4s. 


12. 
THE MULFUZAT TIMURY; or, AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL 


MEMOIRS OF THE MOGHUL EMPEROR TIMUR, 


Written in the Jagtay Turky language, turned into Persian by Abu Talib 
Hussyny, and translated into English, 


By MAJOR CHARLES STEWART, late Professor of Oriental 
Languages in the Honourable East-India Company’s College. 
With a Map of Transoxania. In Demy Quarto; 12s. 


13. 
THE HISTORY OF VARTAN AND OF THE BATTLE 
OF THE ARMENIANS, 


Containing an Account of the Religious Wars between the Persians and 
Armenians ; by Eliseus Bishop of the Amadunians, 
Translated from the Armenian, by C.F. NEUMANN, 
Member of the Armenian Academy of the Mechitaristes at St. Lazaro, &c. &c. 
In Demy Quarto ; 10s. 


N.B. The Large Paper copies of these Works are printed exclusively for 
the Subscribers to the Oriental Translation Fund. 
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LIST OF WORKS IN THE PRESS. 


The Travels of Evlia Effendi; translated by Mons. de Hammer. 

This work contains an account, in Turkish, of the travels of Evlia in all parts 

of the Turkish empire, and in Turkestan, &c. in the middle of the seventeenth century. 
Nipon u dai itsi ran ; translated by Monsieur Jules de Klaproth. 

This Japanese work contains the History of the Dairis or Ecclesiastical Emperors of 
Japan from the year 660 Ante Christum. 

The Tuhfat al Kebar of Kateb Chelebi al Marhoom ; translated by James 
Mitchell, Esq. 

This Turkish History contains a detailed account of the maritime wars of the Turks 
in the Mediterranean and Black Seas, and on the Danube, &c. from the foundation 
of their empire in Europe to the commencement of 1640. 

A History of Morocco; translated by Walter Price, Esq. 

This Arabic work contains a history of the establishment of the Mahommedan 
power in the Barbary States and Spain, between the 8th and 14th centuries. 

The Mukhtasar fi hisab el-jebr wa’l mokabeleh, by Mohammed ben Musa of 
Khovaresm ; translated by Dr. F. A. Rosen. 

This is the earliest system of Algebra extant in Arabic; and will be accompanied by 
the original text. 

The Raghu Vansa; translated by Dr. Stenzler. 

This is a highly celebrated Epic Poem by Kalidasa. It will be accompanied by the 
Sanscrit text. 

Miscellaneous Translations. Volume the First. 


This volume will contain Mr. W. B. Hodgsoun’s translation of a Journey into the 
Tnterior of Northern Africa, Dr. B. G. Babington’s translation of a Tamul collec- 
tion of Tales, &c. &c. 


LIST OF TRANSLATIONS PREPARING FOR 
PUBLICATION. 


Class 1st—Tueotocy, Eruics, and Metapuysics. 
The Sepher Jasher; translated by the Rev. W. Adam. 


This work, although of doubtful aut! enticity, is very interesting as furnishing many 
elucidatious of Sacred History from the Creation to the time of the Judges. It is writ- 
ten in very pure and beautiful Hebrew, and is highly valued by the Jews in Poland, &c. 

The Sanc’hya Carica ; translated by Henry Thomas Colebrooke, Esq. 
This Sanscrit work contains in seventy-two stanzas, the principles of the Sdnc’hya 
System of Metaphysical Philosophy. 
The Akhlak-e-Naseri of Naser-ud-Din of Tus in Bucharia; translated by 
the Rev. H. G. Keene, A.M. 

This Persian system of Ethics is an elaborate composition formed on Greek models, 
and is very highly esteemed in Persia. 

A Collation of the Syriac MSS. of the New Testament, both Nestorian 
and Jacobite, that are accessible in England, by the Rev. Professor Lee. 

This collation will include the various readings of the Syriac MSS. of the New Testa- 
ment in the British Museum, and the Libraries at Oxford, Cambsidge, &c. 

The Didascalia, or Apostolical Constitutions of the Abyssinian Church ; trans- 
Jated by T. P. Platt, Esq. A.M. 

This ancient Ethiopic work is unknown in Europe, and contains many very curious 

opinions, 
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Class 2nd.—Hisrory, Grocrapuy, and Travets. 
The Travels of Macarius, Patriarch of Antioch; written by his attendant Arch- 
deacon Paul of Aleppo; translated by F. C. Belfour, Esq., LL.D. Part LI. 
This Arabic Manuscript, which is of great rarity, describes the Patriarch’s journey 
through Syria, Anatolia, Rumelia, Walachia, Moldavia, and Russia, between the years 
1653 aud 1660 of the Christian ra, 
The Seir Mutakherin of Seyyid Gholam Husein Khan ; translated by Lieut. 
Col. John Briggs. 
This celebrated Persian work comprises the annals of Hindfistan from the time of 
the Emperor Aurungzebe to the administration of Warren Hastings in Bengal. 
Sheref Nameh ; translated by Professor Charmoy. 
This is a Persian History of the Dynasties which have governed in Kurdistan, 
written by Sheref Ibn Shems ud Din, at the close of the sixteenth century, 
The History of Mazenderan and Tabaristan ; translated by Professor Charmoy. 
This is 4 Persian History of part of the Persian empire, written by Zaher ud Din, 
and comes down to A.D. 1475. 
The Tareki Afghan ; translated by Dr. Bernhard Dorn. Part IT. 
This is a Persian History of the Afghans, who claim to be descended from the Jews. 
Tt will be accompanied by an account of the Afghan tribes. 


The Annals of Elias, Metropolitan of Nisibis ; translated by the Rev. Josiah 
Forshall, A.M. 

This Syriac Chronicle contains chronological tables of the principal dynasties of 
the world, brief memoirs of the Patriarchs of the Nestorian church, and notices of 
the most remarkable events in the East, from the birth of our Saviour to the beginving 
of the eleventh century. 

Ibn Haukul’s Geography ; translated by Professor Hamaker. 


This Arabic work was compiled iu the 10th century by a celebrated Mohammedan 
Traveller, and is not the same as the Oriental Geography of Ebn Haukal that was 


translated by Sir William Ouseley. 
Naima’s Annals; translated by the Rev. Dr. Henderson. 


This Turkish History comprises the period between 1622 and 1692, and includes 
accounts of the Turkish invasion of Germany, the sieges of Buda, Vienna, &c. 


The Tung hwa loo; translated by Mr. William Huttmann. 


This is a Chinese History of the first three Emperors of the Tartar dynasty, that 
now governs China. It is very scarce through not being allowed to be printed in 


China, 
The Chronicle of Abulfath Ibn Abulhasan Alsamou ; translated by the Rev. 
T. Jarrett, A.M. 


This rare Arabic work, of which only one perfect copy is known to be in Europe, is a 
History of the Samaritans from the creation to the middle of the 14th century. 


The Asseba as Syar of Syed Mohammed Reza; translated by Mirza Alexander 


Kazem Beg. 
This is a Turkish History of the Khans of the Crimea, written about A.D. 1740, and 
contains many interesting particulars relating to Turkey, Russia, Poland, and Germany. 


A Description of Tibet; translated by Monsieur Jules de Klaproth. 
This will consist of extracts from various Chinese and Mandchu works, forming a 
complete account of Tibet, and of the Buddhic religion, of which it is the principal seat. 


The San kokf tsu ran; translated by Monsieur Jules de Klaproth. 
This Japanese work is a description of Loo-Choo Corea and Jesso, with Maps — 
Plates: it was written in 1785. 
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Ibn Khaldun’s History of the Berbers; translated by the Rev. Professor Lee. 
This isa rare and valuable Arabic work, containing an account of the origin, progress, 
and decline of the dynasties which governed the northern coast of Africa. 
Ibn Koteiba’s History of the Arabians; translated by Dr. J. H. Moller. 


This celebrated work contains the History of the Arabians from the time of Ishmael 
the son of Abraham to near the end of the third century of the Mahommedan, or the 
Qth of the Christian era. 


The great Geographical Work of Idrisi; translated by the Rev. G. C. Re- 
nouard, B.D. 

This Arabic work was written A.D. 1153, to illustrate a large silver globe made for 
Roger, King of Sicily, and is divided into the seven climates described by the Greek 
geographers. 

Makrisi’s Khitat, or History and Statistics of Egypt; translated by Abraham 
Salamé, Esq. 

This Arabic work includes accounts of the conquest of Egypt by the Caliphs, A.D. 640; 

and of the cities, rivers, ancient and modern inhabitants of Egypt, &c. 


Part of Mirkhond’s Ruzet-as-Suffa; translated by David Shea, Esq. 
The part of this Persian work selected for publication is that which contains the History 
of Persia from Kaiomurs to the death of Alexander the Great. 


Class 3rd.—Bretiocrapuy, Betres-Letrres, and BrocraPuy. 
The San kwo che; translated by J. F. Davis, Esq. 


This very popular historical romance is founded on the civil wars that raged in China 
in the third century, and is reckoned quite a model of Chinese style. 
Haji Khalfa’s Bibliographical Dictionary; translated by Monsieur Gustave 
Fluegel. 
This valuable Arabic work was written by the celebrated Kateb Chelebi al Marhoom, 


and contains accounts of above 13,000 Arabic, Persian, and Turkish works, arranged 
alphabetically. 


Heft Peiker, an historical Romance of Behram Gir; translated by the Right 
Hon. Sir Gore Ouseley, Bart. 


This Persian Poem of Nizami of Ganjah, contains the romantic history of Behram, 
the Vth of the Sassanian dynasty of Persian kings. 


Meher va Mushteri; translated by the Right Hon. Sir Gore Ouseley, Bart. 


This Persian Poem, of which an abridgment will be published, was composed by Mu- 
hammed Assé4r, and celebrates the friendship and adventures of Meher and Mushteri, 
the sons of King Shapur and his Grand Vizier. 


Tbn Khalikan’s Lives of Illustrious Men ; translated by Dr. F. A. Rosen. 


This is an Arabic Biographical Dictionary, arranged alphabetically, of the most cele- 
brated Arabian historians, poets, warriors, &c. who lived in the seven first centuries of 
the era of Mahommed, A.D. 600 to A.D. 1300. 


The Bustan of Sadi; translated by James Ross, Esq., A.M. 
This is a much-admired Persian Poem, consisting of Tales, &c. illustrative of moral 
duties. 


Royal Asiatic Society’s House, 
14, Grafton Street, Bond Street, London. 


PRINTED BY A. J. VALPY, 
RED LION COURT, FLEET STREET. 
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